SALEM WALMER'S UNION CHURCH
Installation Service for Pastor Robert Sim
Sunday, May 3, 2009 - 3:30 pm
PRELUDE
INTRODUCTION (Pastor Rick Steumpfle, Locust Grove V.C.C.)
*CALL TO WORSHIP
L. Let us worship God, our light and our salvation.
ALL. The Lord is the stronghold of our lives.
L. We desire to live in God's house and to seek God in His holy temple.

ALL. We have come with shouts of joy,
to sing and to make music to the Lord.
L. Let us worship God in spirit and in truth.

ALL. Teach us your ways and make straight our paths
in this hour of worship and recognition.
*HYMN OF ADORATION - "Holy, Holy, Holy" - (Living Hymnal No.9)
(clergy to process)
*CALL TO CONFESSION (pastor Richard Gordon, Harrisburg Shared Ministry)
L. This is the message we have heard from-in scripture, and
declare to you: God is light; and there is no darkness at all.
ALL. If we claim to have fellowship with God yet walk in

the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth.
But if we walk in the light, as the One is in the light,
we have fellowship with one another, and the blood
of Jesus Christ, purifies us from all sin.
*MOMENT OF SILENCE

Joel: Licensed ministry has been created by the United Church of
Christ for those special situations when ordained ministers are
not available to provide these services to a local church.
Bob: Licensed ministry, therefore, is a form of service through
which those persons who are not ordained fulfill some of the
functions more generally performed by ordained ministers."
Joel: Because at today's installation there are many ordained
ministers available to celebrate the sacrament of Holy
Communion, Bob has asked me, as pastor of his home
congregation who has sent him out to do this ministry, to be
co-celebrant, so by his request, he will be assisting me today.
INVITATION
Bob: Friends, this is the joyful feast of the people of God! People
will come from east and west, from north and south, and sit at
table in the kingdom of God. When our risen Lord was at the
table with his disciples, He took the bread, and blessed and
broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened and
they recognized Him. This is the Lord's table. Our Savior
invites those who trust Him to share the feast that He has
prepared.
COMMUNION PRAYER
Joel: God be with you.

C. And also with you.
Bob: Lift up your hearts.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
*PASSING OF THE PEACE

C. We lift them to God.
Joel: Let us give thanks to God Most High.

C. It is right to give God thanks and praise.
SPECIAL MUSIC - "Thy Word" - Emily Sim
READING OF SCRIPTURE
Luke 3: 21-22; 4: 14-19
Ephesians 4: 1-7, 11-16
MESSAGE -
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Bob: With joy we praise you, gracious God, for you created heaven
and earth, made us in your image, and kept covenant with
us- even when we fell into sin. We give you thanks for
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who by his life, death, and resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore we join
our voices with all the saints and angels and the whole
creation to proclaim the glory of your name.

ALL. Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

PRAYER OF INSTALLATION
(All that are able may stand)
ASSOCIATION REPRESENTATIVE:
Let us pray. Almighty God, you have called your servants to make
promises before you; now enable us to keep our vows that we may
remain steadfast in faith and fruitful in every good work. Bless, we
pray, your servant Robert to whom the care of your people in this
church is now committed. Pour out your Holy Spirit on him, on the
people of Salem Walmer's Union Church, and on all the churches of
the Lebanon Association that our mutual ministry may be served with
all faithfulness, diligence, and courage. Grant us the spirit of power
and of love and of a sound mind. Make our ministry a means of
awakening the careless, strengthening the faithful, comforting the
afilicted, building up your church, and converting sinners to you .:
Guard us against the snares of temptation that we may be kept pure
in heart, fervent in spirit, and valiant against evil. And at the last, by
your grace, receive us in your eternal home, where, with you and the
Holy Spirit, Christ reigns in glory, one God, forever and ever.

ALL:

Amen.

DECLARATION
ASSOCIATION REPRESENTATIVE:
In the name of Jesus Christ, and on behalf of the Lebanon
Association of the Penn Central Conference of the United Church of
Christ, I declare you duly installed as pastor and teacher of Salem
Walmer's Union Church.

ALL:

Thanks be to God.

TIME OF GREETING AND BLESSING OF MINISTRY
COMMUNION

(lead by Rev. Joel Risser, St. John's U.C.C.
and Pastor Robert Sim)

INTRODUCTION
Bob: According to the United Church of Christ Manual on Ministry, "By
defmition, a licensed minister performs specified duties in a designated
local church ... , mainly preaching and conducting services of worship.

SPECIAL MUSIC - "You Raise Me Up" - Ron Royer
ORDER FOR INSTALLATION OF A PASTOR
GREETING BY ASSOCIATION REPRESENTATIVE:
The Lebanon Association of the Penn Central Conference of
the United Church of Christ greets you in the name of Jesus
Christ, the head of the church in heaven and on earth.
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and sin which
clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race
that is set before us.

PEOPLE:
Let us look to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our
faith, who for the joy that was waiting endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of
the throne of God.
LOCAL CHURCH REPRESENTATNE
(Patricia Krall, Search Committee Chairperson):
Salem Walmer's Union Church, both United Church of Christ
and Lutheran congregations, under the guidance of the Holy
Spirit, has called Robert Sim as it's pastor and teacher and
respectfully requests that the Lebanon Association install him
in this ministry among us, according to the faith and order of
the United Church of Christ.
ASSOCIATION REPRESENTATIVE:
The Lebanon Association has reviewed the request of Salem
Walmer's Union Church. We have prayerfully examined
Robert Sim, and we are pleased to install him as your pastor
and teacher.
(Addressing the pastor) Robert, servant of God, we invite
you to come forward as a sign of your acceptance of the call
to this office.
(Pastor rises and stands before the
Association Representative).

Installation is the action of an association of the United Church of
Christ in cooperation with a local church. Installation confirms and
celebrates the covenantal relationship among a local church, its pastor
and teacher, and the United Church of Christ. Installation is a sign that
these covenantal partners are committed to share mutually in the
mission of the United Church of Christ and of the ecumenical church.
EXHORTATION
ASSOCIATION REPRESENTATIVE:
(Addressing the congregation) Hear the words from the apostle Paul:
We beg you, our brothers and sisters to pay proper respect to those
who work among you, who guide and instruct you in the Christian life.
Treat them with the greatest respect and love because of the work
they do. Be at peace among yourselves.
(Addressing the pastor) We urge you brother, warn the idle,
encourage the timid, help the weak, be patient with all.
(Addressing all) See that no one pays back wrong for wrong, but at
all times make it your aim to do good to one another and to all people.
Be joyful always, pray at all times, and be thankful in all circumstances.
This is what God wants of you, in your life in Christ Jesus. Amen.
COVENANT
ASSOCIATION REPRESENTATIVE:
Dear friends, Salem Walmer's Union Church has declared that,
having gathered under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, it has called
Robert Sim to minister in this place as pastor and teacher and that it
now receives him as appointed by God for this ministry. The Lebanon
Association of the United Church of Christ has declared that he has
met all the necessary conditions for installation to this office.

PASTOR:
I am willing, and I promise to serve this church faithfully,
preaching and teaching the word of God, administering the
sacraments, and fulfilling the pastoral office, according to the
faith and order of the United Church of Christ.
ASSOCIATION REPRESENTATIVE:
Members of Salem Walmer's Union Church, will those who
are able rise and affirm your covenant with your pastor and
teacher?
(Members of the church who are able please stand for the
remainder of the covenant)

MEMBERS OF SALEM WALMER'S UNION CHURCH:
We, the members of Salem Walmer's Union Church,
receive Robert Sim as our pastor and teacher,
promising to labor with him in the ministry of the gospel
and to give him due honor and support. We gather with
him and with the United Church of Christ as a sign of
our mutual ministry in Christ's name.
ASSOCIATION REPRESENTATIVE:
Members of the Lebanon Association and the Lower
Susquehanna Synod, will those who are able rise and affirm
your covenant with Salem Walmer's Union Church and its
pastor and teacher?
(Members of the Association & Synod who are able please stand
for the remainder of the covenant)

(Addressing pastor) Robert, seeing that you are called to
licensed ministry by the grace of God and that Salem Walmer's
Union Church has been led to call you as pastor and teacher,
are you willing to enter this covenant with its members who
are one in Christ with us in the Lebanon Association?

ASSOCIATION & SYNOD MEMBERS:
We, the members of the Lebanon Association of the United
Church of Christ and the Lower Susquehanna Synod, gather
with you the people and the pastor and teacher of Salem
Walmer's Union Church, as a sign of our covenant and in
celebration of our mutual ministry in Christ's name.

Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Salem, Walmer's Union Church
Coulter Road

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Bob: On the night He was betrayed, Jesus took bread and after giving
thanks, broke the bread and gave it to the disciples and said take, eat,
this is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way Jesus took the cup, and after giving thanks gave it to
them and said drink this, all of you, this is my blood, the blood of the
new covenant which is poured out for you and many. Do this as
often as you drink it in remembrance of me.

Indiantown Gap, Pa.

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
Joel: Creator God, be present with your life-giving Word and Holy Spirit,
that we and your entire church may be called out and made whole
through this supper. Grant that all who share the communion of the
body and blood of your Son may be united in Him. And may we all
remain faithful in love and hope until we feast joyfully with Christ at
the coming of the kingdom.
SHARING THE ELEMENTS
Hymns: "Standing on the Promises"
"Blessed Be the Tie That Binds"

(Living Hymnal No. 598)
(Living Hymnal No. 328)

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Bob: Loving God, we thank you that you have fed us in this sacrament,
united us with Christ, and given us a foretaste of the heavenly
banquet in your eternal kingdom. Send us out in the power of your
Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory for the sake of Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Building Dedicated - 1850

PRESENTATION OF OFFERINGS
(Offering goes to Lebanon Association Student Aid fund)
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE (inside back cover a/New Century hymnal)
*HYMN - "The Churches One Foundation" - (New Century Hymnal No. 386)
*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE

Sunday School- 9:15 a.m.
Divine Worship - 10:15 a.m.
Enter to Worship

Depart to Serve

